ABSTRACT 

ECHOGENIC SURFACE FOR ENHANCED ULTRASONIC VISIBILITY 

An improved medical device, such as a needle, has a surface which 
enhances the "echogenicity" or ultrasound visibility of the medical device so that the 
medical device can be guided inside a human body using ultrasound imaging. In one 
embodiment, concave slots are formed on the surface of the improved medical device to 
enhance the ultrasound visibility of the improved medical device. The surface of each 
concave slot is substantially flat in a radial cross section of the needle and curved in an 
axial cross section of the improved medical device. 
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